' Metering =
- Makes Sense ' ‘
for Georgia
Farmers




As o result of Hause Bill 579, the Geargia Sail
and Weler Conservation Commission has
designed a new program to assist farmers in
thelr measurament of farm water uses - tha
Agricultural Water Use Measvrement Prograim.
Enacted during the 2003 legislative session of
the Gecrgia General Assembly and signed inte
fow on June 4, 2003 by Governar Sonny
Pordue, House Bill 579 empowers the
Commission with the responsibility of imple-
menting a program of measuring form waler
use. The law siates the program is necessary
#... in order to obtain clear and accurate infor-
mation on the patterns and amounts of such
uvse, which informatien is essenticl fo proper
management of water resources by the state
and useful to farmers for improving the efficien-
cy and effectiveness of their use of waler.”

The Georgia Soil and Water Conservoltion
Commission is dedicated to continue helping
farmers make the most of their soil and water
resources with the Agriculturol Water Use
Measurement Program. Caomplementing, not
reguioting, smart irrigation methads on the farm
remains the Commission’s goal os we conlinue
our history of partnering with formers Hrrough
this pragram.
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and waler resouvrces
through 40 Sail and
Water Conservation Districts, The Cammission and Districks
are NOT regulatory or enforcement agencies. Iinstead, they
carcy out their mission through research, eduvcation, water
and lond use planning, cost sharing, and technical assistance
progroms. These programs are designed to support farmers,
fondowners, local governments, and developers in their
implementation of best prochices to conserve soil and waler

Metering... it's as simple

The Commission will
come to your farm
and install one of its
meters on your
existing permitted
system and maintain
it at no cost to you.




WHAT
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thar Commission will “own, install, and
easuring devices” an all permitted ag water
Is, subject to adequate state funding;

ides for a statement of rationale - * to chiain

wr and accurate information an the paterns and
amounts of such use, which information is essential 1o
proper management of water resources by the state
and useful to farmers for improving the efficiency and

‘ \ O U S : B ‘ I—L effectiveness of their use of water™;

o * Requires the Commission in consultation with EPD, to
develop a priority system for installation of water-
measuring devices for farm uses that have permits as
of July 1, 2003;

N l ITS _l E L|_ = Installation of all farm uvse water measuring devices
is required by July 1, 2009;

& The Commission may charge farmers for installing
measuring devices for new water systems receiving
permits after July 1, 2003;

* New users receiving permits after July 1, 2003 must
have measuring devices before they can start water
use;

= After July 1, 2009, no one may use water for farm
use without a water-measuring device;

* Water use reported for recreational purposes will be
compiled separately from amounts reported for all
other farm uses
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tion, operation and maintenance?
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For information, contock:

William D. Bennett
Executive Director
Georgia Soil and Water
Conservalion Commission
4310 Lexinglan Rood
P, Box BO24

Athens, GA D403
Phone: [F048] 542-3055
Fou: [FO48] 542-4242

Dave Eigenberg

Dhvisten Directar

Georgia Soil and YWater
Conservalion Commissian
Agricultural Water Consarvation
and Maosurement Progrom
Hocks Hanner Envircnmental
Eesource Center

4344 Albany Highway
Dorveson, Georgin 39842
Phane: [229] $95-4001
Fax: |229] Y95.5605

Tiva Geargia Soif and Waler Conservodlan Commission
wishas fo acknowlade the One Geargio Authory for
suppart ard il frding for this progran.

Praprared by the Flint River Regional Waler Councri' - (229) £39-17 90




